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Conclusion of Survey

An overwhelming majority of respondma residents, 84% stated that uncontrolled growth is very
important as an issue of the town in the next 10 years, and 62% listed growth/uncontroiled

growth as their major concern. This is underscored by the huge percentages of replies that are

associated with unmanaged growth as illustrated by 72% wish to maintain the current Village ere
and 65% feel the need to establish historic preservation. 33% envision the ne=d to improve both
the infrastructure and the streets. Providing housing for young families (07%%) was low on the
respondent’s list of priorities.

75 Y of respondents view the necessity of code enforcement as a very imporzant issue, 13%
ecommended the enforcement of exisuing codes as a recommendation. and 12% listed lack of
proper:y maintenance / énforcement of existing codes as their biggest cancems. Further evidence
of the need for code enforcement is the fact that {ew, if any, respondents listed satisfaction with

the current code eaforcement policies of the lccal govemnment.

Rental progerties and their concition was another concerm. 22% stated that they felt that renatal
properties should he restricted. while another £2% feit there were alreacy tco many rental
progerties throughcut the Village and are not kaztin good conditien.

Providing recreational activities for the vouth of the Viilage was recommenced by 21% of the
respondents, while 21% alsa listed unsupervised youths as a major concem.

Downtown revitalization is desired by 50% and an additicnal 09% said that we should encourag
small businesses. Perhaps this should be qualified by ccrrelating the percentages of those whao
stated that parking was a major cencarn (06%) solutions to parking shculd be enccuraged (06%4),
and the 0% who felt that we neesced to improve the tax tase.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP

A Public Workshop was held at the Little Antietam Community Center, Town of Keedysville, on
August 11, 1997. The purpose of this scheduled meeting was to provide residents an opportunity for
input regarding the future of the community. A Nominal Group Process was used which provided a
series of questions for response from participants.

There were 21 participants divided into three groups. Each group was asked to brain storm, listing
their ideas regarding each of the questions which are as follows;

. ' What are the problems and concerns of the community?
. What are the strengthens and opportunities of the community?
. What action could be taken to enhance the quality of life in the community?

Following listing all ideas, a master list was prepared for each question from group responses. Each
participant than selected the five responses that each felt were most important. The collective
responses provide a priority of the concerns for each question.

The following pages contain a listing of all responses from each question. Responses are listed in
descending order of frequency of selection.

Members of the Town Planning Commission acted a recorders for each group.

The Nominal Group Process was conducted by the Planning Consultant, Richard C. Sutter and
Associates, Comprehensive Planners/Land Planners/Historic Preservation Planners

This information provides input from the citizens regarding their priorities for planning the orderly
growth and development of the community information should be reviewed when formulating the
Community Goals and Objectives.
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WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS AND CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY?

New route around town? bypass medical center
Inefficient town ordinances

Water system- purity and melding with Boonsboro
Traffic on Dog and Main Streets

Loss of bank - how to handle vacant building
Lack of historic districting

Lack of Places and Activities for Youth (supervised)
Ineffective/Inefficient town government

Power and Phone - utility lines

Dilapidated structures in town

Sidewalks

Perceived lack of integrity of local government
Loss of single family homes

Lack of shops to draw visitors

Extension of water lines

Too much potential traffic

Speeding on Main Street

Overcrowding in schools

Lack of access to public information

Lack of a utility map ‘

Inadequate infrastructure

Future expenses due to development pressure
Citizens - conflict of opinions

Bells on Church

Weak water lines

Potential over population

Not pedestrian friendly

Concerns over commercialization
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WHAT ARE THE STRENGTHS AND OPPORTUNITIES OF THE COMMUNITY?

Lack of crime

Size of community

Community setting - sense of village

Proximity to other areas (metro, culture, etc)
Water and Sewer (opportunity for annexation)
Town's financial standing

Town Spring

Post office location

Opportunities for historic preservation

Historical context and integrity

Good core of concerned citizens

Churches (3)

Quality of life

Park (location and equipment)

Municipal building availability

Lack of commercial development

Good tax rate

Day care, seniors group (opportunity for seniors)
Accessibility to Open/recreation areas and historic areas
Diversity of housing and land

Affordable housing

Primarily residential

Municipal Property (park, stream)

Lack of traffic

Good access to transportation routes (Interstate)
Educational level of citizens - not much poverty
Convenient to City shopping

Access to Western Maryland and W. Va. Panhandle
Growth opportunity

Excellent School System

Community businesses
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WHAT ACTIONS COULD BE TAKEN TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE
COMMUNITY?

Alleviate traffic by creating bypass behind med center 12
Form a historic district and historical society 10
Finish water problem

Enforce weed ordinances

Encourage more people to run for town government
Establish a few more businesses in town

Create zoning ordinance provision to take care of delapidated bldgs
Get the bank back

Establish low-impact businesses

Encourage more people to vote

Elect responsive and Responsible town officials
Strictly control development and growth

Propose regional swimming pool

Obtain national register status for historic district
More clearly define the zoning laws

Make provision for commercial "village"

Create off-street parking

Repair sidewalks- get a grant ‘

Encourage better attendance at town meetings
Create more places and activities for residents

Use park pavilion for teenagers

Treat all town meeting attendees with respect
Remove or beautify county shed

Proceed with the greening of Main Street

Move town hall to bank building

Make church bells comply with EPA noise levels
Educate government officials on their responsibilities
Develop natural resources, including access to creek
Create a park at the creek

Propose flood control

Follow through with bridge repair requests

Create ordinances for fencing on street and hedges
Continue with update of ordinances
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RICHARD C. SUTTER and ASSOCIATES. Inc.

Comprehensive PlannersiLand Planners
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Major Sources of information, written material, and reports which were reviewed during the planning
process include the following:

Article 66B, Annoteted Code of Maryland, Zoning and Planning
Boonsboro Water Authority

Census Data

Comprehen.sive Plan, Town of Keedysville, 1974

Comprehensive Plan for Washington County

* Department of Housing and Community Development, Division of Historical and Cultural Programs,

Maryland Historical Trust
Government Reference Service, Washington County Public Library

Highway Functional Classification Concepts, Critieria and Procedures, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration

Keedysville Historic District National Register Nomination
Keedysville Planning Commission

Managing Maryland’s Growth: Models and Guidelines, Preparing A Sensitive Areas Element For the
Comprehensive Plan

Managing Maryland’s Growth: Models and Guidelines, Achieving “Consistency” Under the Planning
Act of 1992.

Managing Maryland’s Growth models and Guidelines, Preparing a Comprehensive Plan
Mananging Maryland’s Growth: What You Need to Know About the Planning Act of 1992.
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, National Heritage Program and Wildlife Division
Maryland Department of Transportation, District 6 Office

Maryland Office of Labor Market Analysis and Information Department of Labor, Licensing and
Regulations :

Washington County Board of Education

Washington County Soil Conservation District
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Washington County Enginerring Office

Washington County Planning Commission

Washington County Water and Sewer Department

Washington County Office of Employment and Training
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_ TOWN OF KEEDYSVILLE
Comprehensive Plan Implementation Schedule
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